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hundred and eighty wagons. He also captured CHAP.XXIH
five pieces of artillery. The Confederate infantry
then moved against him, and probably would have
handled him very roughly, but Sheridan had sent
two more brigades of cavalry to follow Davies, and
they came to his relief in time. A sharp engage-
ment took place between these three brigades of
cavalry and the enemy's infantry, but the latter
was repulsed.

Meade himself reached Jetersville about two w- gj ^VI
o'clock in the afternoon, but in advance of all his
troops. The head of Humphreys's corps followed
in about an hour afterward. Sheridan stationed ibid. 1107
the troops as they came up, at Meade's request, the
latter still being very sick. He extended two divi-
sions of this corps off to the west of the road to the
left of Grriffin's corps, and one division to the right.
The cavalry by this time had also come up, and
they were put still farther off to the left, Sheridan
feeling certain that there lay the route by which
the enemy intended to escape. He wanted to attack,
feeling that, if time was given, the enemy would get
away; but Meade prevented this, preferring to wait
till his troops were all up.

At this juncture Sheridan sent me a letter which M^Srs^i,
had been handed to him by a colored man, with a    m> 178
note from himself saying that he wished I was there
myself.   The letter was dated Amelia Court House,
April 5th, and signed by Colonel Taylor.  It was to
his mother, and showed the demoralization of the
Confederate army.    Sheridan's note also gave me
the information, as here related, of the movements
of that day.    I received a second message from
Sheridan on the 5th, in which he urged more em-li to his provisions.
